
George Frederic Handel (23 February 1685 – 14 April 1759) was a German-British Baroque composer, 
famous for his operas, oratorios, and concertos. Handel was born in Germany in the same year as Johann 
Sebastian Bach and Domenico Scarlatti. He received critical musical training in Italy before settling in 
London and becoming a naturalised British subject. His works include Messiah, Water Music, and 
Music for the Royal Fireworks. He was strongly influenced by the great composers of the Italian Baroque 
and the middle German polyphonic choral tradition. Handel's music was well known to such later composers 
as Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven.

The Water Music is a collection of orchestral movements, often considered three suites, composed by Handel. 
It premiered on 17 July 1717 after King George I had requested a concert on the River Thames. The concert 
was performed by 50 musicians playing on a barge near the royal barge from which the King listened with 
close friends, including the Duchess of Bolton, the Duchess of Newcastle, the Countess of Godolphin, 
Madam Kilmarnock, and the Earl of Orkney. George I was said to have enjoyed the suites so much that he 
made the exhausted musicians play them three times over the course of the outing.
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Trumpet in B� 1

Trumpet in B� 2

Trumpet in B� 3

Horn in F

Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba
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B� Tpt. 1

B� Tpt. 2

B� Tpt. 3

Hn.

Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

9 �
�
�

� � � � � � �

�
� � � � � � �

�

10 �
�
�

� � � � � �

�
� � � � � �

�

11� �� � � � �

� �� � � � �

� �� � � � �
���

� �� � � � �
���

� �� � � � �

12 ���

���

��
� �� � � � �

��

� �� � � � �

��

13� �� � � ��
�

� �
� �� � � ��

�
� �

� � �
��

� � �
��

� � �

14� � � � ��
�

� �
� � � � ��

�
� �

� � �
�

� � �
�

� � �

15� � � � ��
�

� �
� � � � ��

�
�� �

� � �
�

� � �
�

� � �

3. Allegro
George Frederic Handel
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Duration 2:40
from Water Music Suite No. 1, HWV 348 Arr. by Michael Pratt


